THE REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
The interest in such new designs, intense at first, must
gradually have declined as men became more and more pre-
occupied with matters which had to precede the choice of any
particular 'model7.
Evelyn gives perhaps the best miniature of the activity
when it was still general and before the lists were closed to
new plans: 'the King & Parliament are infinitely zealous for
the rebuilding of our mines; & I believe it will universally be
the employment of ye next spring: They are now busied wth
adjusting the chimes of each proprietor, that so they may
dispose things for the building after the noblest model:
Every body brings in his idea . .. and truly there was never
a more glorious phoenix upon earth, if it do at last emerge
out of the cinders, and as the designe is layd, with the present
fervour of ye undertakers'. He had his doubts, however,
for he concluded with a cautious 'But these things are as yet
immature'. Of his own plan he added that 'it caus'd divers
alterations',1
Five days later, when the difficulties had become more
apparent and when opinions had had time to harden, Henry
Oldenburg2 sent Boyle a description of the state of affairs*
By then a committee of the House of Commons had spent two
afternoons vainly discussing the relief of the city, and the
two days of general debate had ended, with nothing decided.
The King had either appointed or was just about to appoint
commissioners to relieve the Privy Council of intractable
technical details, and it had become clear that the survey
would certainly take months, if indeed it could be completed
at all Oldenburg, like Evelyn, was in a position to hear
about almost everything that was afoot, and his letter reflected
the general disillusionment, 'The rebuilding of the citty, as
to the model, is still very perplext, there appearing three
parties in the house of commons about it Some are for a quite
* Diary, ed. H, B. Wheatky (1906), KJ, p. 345, from a letter dated September 27th,
1666, to Sir Samuel Tuke.
8 He was Secretary to the Royal Society, which included many of the notables of
the day, and his correspondence was prodigious,
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